FOCUS ON

PHARMACY COSTS

Then and Now: The cost of prescription drugs

Despite the introduction of new, and in many cases more innovative medical treatments, prescription drugs that have been around for years continue to
get more and more expensive. And what about the claims of innovations when the price of one drug can increase by an astounding 9,145 percent in only
six months? This is only one example highlighted below that shows even while the drugs may have stayed the same, their prices skyrocketed.

Skyrocketing Drug Costs

Gleevec
- used to treat a type of blood cancer called chronic myeloid leukemia
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U-500
- a kind of synthetic insulin used for people with diabetes who require large doses of insulin
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m Doxycycline
antibiotic used for treating bacterial infections (e.g., urinary tract infections, acne, bacterial pneumonia)
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